EPAP Strategic Priorities
Fiscal Year 2013-14

Each priority is followed by the Action Plan item(s) to which it
relates.
A. Set a goal that East Portland (EP) attain parity with other parts of the city
in public facilities and capital spending; encourage City Bureaus to
prioritize projects in EP. (EQ.1.4, EQ.3.2)
B. Institutionalize geographic mapping of City spending. (EQ.1.1)
C. Integrate the East Portland Action Plan into the Comprehensive Plan,
including zoning and design standard recommendations developed in
the ‘122nd Zoning Project’, with application throughout East Portland.
(CM1.1)
D. Initiate a citywide audit of resource allotment – research tax equity and
contributions of East Portland to the tax base. (EQ.1.1)
E. Fund EPAP implementation: Advocate position, projects, and
operations. (EQ.1.5, EQ.3.1, CB.1.5, CB.2.1)
F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities; provide
translation/language services to remove barriers and improve
messaging and invitations. (CB.1.2)
G. Fully fund the ‘East Portland in Motion’ (EPIM) strategy. (NA.1.3, T.2.2,
T.3.3, T.3.6, T.4.7, T.6.2, T.6.5, T.7.2)
H. Fund the ‘Outer Powell Conceptual Design Plan’; Advocate to make
improvements to Powell Boulevard (US 26) east of I-205 a regional
priority. (T.4.1, T.4.2, T.4.15)
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I. Maximize East Portland’s economic benefits from the public projects.
(EC.1.4, EC.2.3, EC.4.2, CM.1.2, CM.1.3, CM.2.3, and CM.2.7)
J. Take the next steps to implement the ‘Gateway Education Plan’ Promote catalyst workforce development projects: Advocate for the
Gateway Education/Economic Development Center. (EC.2.3, EC.4.1-.4,
L.3.2, L.6.3, CM.1.2-.4, CM.2.4, CM.2.7)
K. Connect East Portland residents to family-wage employment outside of
the area by identifying and removing barriers, such as limited
transportation options. (EC.4.5)
L. Market East Portland as a place to do business. (EC.1.2, EC.1.3, and
CM.2.6)
M. Encourage existing business growth through outreach to top employers.
(EC.1.2, EC.1.3, and CM.1.3)
N. Get East Portland ready for business with an up-to-date real estate
inventory. (EC.2.1, EC.2.2, and EC.2.3)
O. Implement existing Park master plans: Parklane, Beech, Clatsop Butte.
(P.2.1, P.2.2, P.2.5, P.2.7)
P. Support East Portland as the location for a citywide Multicultural Center.
(CB.4.4 and P.4.2)
Q. Establish policy and practice that balances regional affordable housing
supply and promotes fair share across Portland. (EQ.2.1)
R. Increase opportunities for minority home ownership. (SN.2.2)
S. Evaluate location and intensity of current residential zoning as it reflects
maintaining low-income housing stock and enhances middle-income
housing development. (HD.6.2)
T. Create a housing rehabilitation program to improve the safety and
appearance of existing housing stock. (HD.2.3)
U. Establish policies and practices to address timing, permit notification,
and funding of services when development occurs; include schools,
parks, streets, etc. (HD.3.1, HD.4.1)
V. Formulaic equity and criteria that establishes ‘Children’s Levy’ fund
distribution based upon Free & Reduced Lunch and racial/ethnic
disparity demographics. (EQ.3.2)
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W. Advocate for statewide funding of early childhood programs for East
Portland through the legislature and State departments. (L.1.2)
X. Increase parental involvement in and access to public K – 12 schools.
(L.7)
Y. Multnomah County: Study library service need and expand services to
meet the needs of underserved areas of East Portland. (L.8.1 and L.8.3)
Z. Multnomah County: Increase information about health clinics in East
Portland. (SN.6.2)
AA. METRO funding and project selection criteria should reflect the
prioritization of Regional Centers. (CM.1.2)
BB. METRO: Purchase land in the Lava Dome area to begin "Forest Park
East". (NA.3.3 )
CC. METRO: Develop and implement East Portland natural areas public
education program to increase awareness and use (where
appropriate). (NA.3.5)
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Civic Engagement Subcommittee
2013 – 14 Strategic Priorities Mid-Year Check-in
F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities; provide
translation/language services to remove barriers and improve messaging
and invitations (CB.1.2)
Members of the Civic Engagement Subcommittee attend the Office of
Neighborhood Budget Advisory Committee and this is on their advocacy
agenda. No progress has been made thus far.
East Portland Action Plan (EPAP) prioritizes providing interpretation
and translation upon request. Spanish language services are provided
automatically at the general EPAP and Civic Engagement Subcommittee.
EPAP allocates on average 50% of their general grant funds to
language and cultural specific community projects and due to advocacy
from the Civic Engagement Subcommittee a language and cultural specific
Civic Engagement Grant program allocates funding only to language and
cultural specific projects.
Z. Multnomah County: Increase information about health clinics in East
Portland. (SN.6.2)
The Civic Engagement Subcommittee has drafted a request to
continue the distribution of school-based health clinic brochures to all East
Portland students in the current 7 languages plus 3 additional languages
(Nepalese, Arabic, and Zomi). This request will be brought forward when
EPAP starts meetings with Multnomah County Commissioners in February.
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Ec Dev’s Strategic Priorities: Lore asked the group for a progress update the 5
Economic Development Initiatives:
1. Market East Portland as a place to do business:
Brent (chair) presented a draft marketing plan with objectives and timelines (can
Brett will forward digital copies to subcommittee?). Brent asked the group for
suggestions on media contact and stated he will meet with Jarrod (co‐ chair) with
Brent. Brett suggested that the group provide or write press releases that paint East
Portland in a positive light, since most stories coming from the media are negative.
Annette asked about opportunities for trainings on writing press releases and
several resources and free offerings were mentioned. Discussion on ideas and
testimonials for a why I love East Portland campaign. Jarrod and Bridget asked
questions related to who we have identified as our target.
Action items: Develop a press kit, sound bites and compile list of media contacts.
2. Encourage existing business growth through outreach to top employers:
Jarrod reported that much of this work is being done by MHCC’s Economic
Development Team and that EPAP should leverage these efforts. He added that
once the marketing materials are complete, their outreach staff could include it in
materials about the college. Jarrod stated that a common concern from local
employers is the need for folks with basic work skills, like being reliable and able
to pass a drug screen.
Action: Jarrod agreed to report out on East Portland businesses that MHCC is
working with.
3. Get East Portland ready for business with an up‐ to‐ date real estate inventory.
Lore spoke about the real estate inventory document from PDC and how to get
access to the file in Google docs. Brent said commercial agents do this already, and
we may be able to utilize their list, such as Loopnet. After some discussion on how
to access the document, Jarrod suggested that we re-evaluate this initiative and
possibly consider a more attainable outcome, given the fact that no one is currently
accessing the current inventory, not to mention updating one.
After some discussion, the committee decided to that each NPI would bring
forward available commercial properties to promote within the marketing strategy.
Actions: NPI’s bring forward two available properties to market
4. Maximize East Portland’s economic benefits from major public projects
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Committee is continuing to work with Metropolitan Alliance for Workforce
Equity. David stated that there may be some CBA opportunities with the transit
improvement and service enhancement projects.
5. Promote workforce development by advocating for the Gateway Education
Center.
Lore reported that the Myer Memorial Trust does have interest in the project but a
developer is needed. Oregon Solutions and the Mayors Office are not interested in
getting behind GEC at this time.

6

EPAP education subcommittee
Priority Project ‘U’ (#1): Establish policies and practices to address timing,
permit notification, and funding of services when development occurs; include
schools, parks, streets, etc. (HD.3.1, HD.4.1)
What we have done: The education sub-committee has been advocating for the
district to get information of new housing development in their area. All districts
reported they are receiving notification of new housing in their districts. The
current system does not add the number of bedrooms, but we will be getting a
contact name who the school districts could call to get more details when they get a
notice.
What we are actively advocating for: The Education Sub-committee is currently
working on a letter that will be sent to STC staying their expending should be
mostly concentrated where the housing developing is happening. (Frieda and Chris
will be drafting a statement and will bring it to the next meeting.)
Lore is maintaining pressure on the staff at BPS to create an institutionalized
procedure for the sending the monthly reports. We will need to keep this task
“active”.
Priority Project ‘V’ (#2): Formulaic equity and criteria that establishes
‘Children’s Levy’ fund distribution based upon Free & Reduced Lunch and
racial/ethnic disparity demographics (EQ.3.2)
What we have done: Helen and Molly attended the October Portland Children
Levy Allocation Committee’s public meeting and Helen spoke regarding EPAP
concerns. And EPAP education sub-committee submitted a letter recommending
“Free and Reduce lunch” and “Racial/Ethnic” to be used as their criteria. We got
everything we requested except that they used “Poverty level” instead of ‘Free and
reduced lunch”. See details at www.portlandchildrenslevy.org.
Priority Project ‘Y’ (#3): Study library service need and expand services to meet
the needs of underserved areas of East Portland (L.8.1, L.8.3)
What we have done: The sub-committee met with Multnomah County Library
Director of neighborhood Libraries, Early Childhood Director and Library director
to advocate for expanding libraries services to East Portland. EPAP has hosted
teen groups at the library.
What were actively advocating for: currently coordinating future training for
district library staff that will be offered by Multnomah County Library staff. We
7

just starting looking into pursuing possible county funds to expand school library
hours.
Priority Project ‘X’ (#5): Increase parental involvement in and access to public
K‐ 12 schools (L.7)
What we have done: We met with the governor office representatives. Advocating
in this priority has been very active and consistent. Ex. Earl Boyles Early
Childhood Education.
What we are actively advocating for: Encourage related Comp Plan policy which
includes training for teachers, advisors, administrators. We are also creating
partnerships and pursuing United Ways dollars.
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2014 EPAP Small Grants
Correlation to Established EPAP Strategic Priorities
During the 2014 grants grading process, the Small Grants Subcommittee considered whether grant
applicants identified 1 or more EPAP Strategic Priorities that their program would address. It was not a
requirement that they do so, but each applicant could be awarded up to 15 points if they did so.
A list of the Strategic Priorities follows on the next two pages. Below is a recap of each grant that was
ultimately selected for funding, and which Strategic Priority it serves.

Organization:

Project:

EPAP Strategic Priority Identified:

African American Youth and
Community Organization

Educate Through Immigrant
Community Participation

X. Increase parental involvement in and
access to public K-12 schools.

Asian Pacific American
Network of Oregon

Culturally Appropriate Jade
District Community Visioning

A. Set a goal that EP attain parity with
other parts of the city.
F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities.
L. Market EP as a place to do business.

Assn of Slavic Immigrants
US Oregon Chapter

Slavic Cultural Festival

F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities.
L. Market EP as a place to do business.
P. Support EP as the location for a
citywide multicultural center.

Bhutanese American Society
Northwest

Integration of Bhutanese
Population in EP

F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities.

Community Alliance of
Tenants

Tenant Initiative Campaign

F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities.

Friends of Zenger Farm

Community Chefs Inspiring
Healthy Food Traditions

F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities.

Human Solutions

Feeding Minds, Feeding
Futures

X. Increase parental involvement in and
access to public K-12 schools.

Organizing People /
Activating Leaders

EP Youth Pass and Environmental Justice Youth Summit

A. Set a goal that EP attain parity with
other parts of the city.

Organization:

Project:

Outgrowing Hunger

EP Neighborhood Gardens

EPAP Strategic Priority Identified:
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F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities.

P. Support EP as the location for a
citywide multicultural center.
Sustainable Urban Neighborhoods / Portland Fruit
Tree Project

EP Engagement Initiative

F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities.

Wisdom of the Elders

NW Indian Storytelling
Festival & Workshops

F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities.
I. Maximize EP’s economic benefits
From the public projects.
L. Market EP as a place to do business.
P. Support EP as the location for a
citywide multicultural center.
X. Increase parental involvement in and
access to public K-12 schools.

Contingency Applicant:
Zomi Assn of America

Community Literacy
Development Training

F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities.
X. Increase parental involvement in and
access to public K-12 schools.
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General EPAP Meeting on 01/22/14 Strategic Priority Update:

East Portland Multicultural Center Subcommittee
I want just to remind you that according to EPAP items P.4.2 (EnvironmentalParks and Open Space: Study the need for an additional community center in East
Portland and CB4.4 (Community Building: Support East Portland as the location
for a citywide Multicultural Center) in July 2013 was formed a Multicultural
Center Subcommittee. The purpose of this subcommittee is: Establish a
Multicultural Center (MCC) that will serve as a safe haven for Identity,
Development, Healing, Acculturation, and Empowerment to support the diverse
communities of East Portland. For these six months we analyzed the information
about MCC, according the survey of those people who were interested in MCC
(around 150 people were show interest) and come up with the report how MCC
should look and what rooms and size should have, thanks to Arlene Kimura and
Gaury …..Also, we create a White Paper, thanks to Anna Volkova. This document
reflects the full description of the subcommittee’s purpose of formation, history,
opportunities, and goals. This document will be updated in the future.
Our next goal is to looking for funding and possible interim space, even this space
we will share with the current owner .We have our meetings for MCC every forth
Monday at David Douglas School District Office Building from 6:30- 8:30 PM.
We encourage everybody, who is interesting in Multicutural Center located in East
Portland come to our meetings.
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Technical Advisory Committee
A. Set a goal that East Portland (EP) attain parity with other parts of the city in public facilities
and capital spending; encourage City Bureaus to prioritize projects in EP. (EQ.1.4, EQ.3.2)
See responses to action items below
B. Institutionalize geographic mapping of City spending. (EQ.1.1)
Started under Mayor Adams; Mayor Hales will allow the bureaus to continue their own
geographic “mapping” and has no plans to discontinue or to expand the program.
On the subject of SDCs (System Development Charges, which are one-time fees charged as part
of a new building permit application and go towards infrastructure growth, such as roads,
sewers, parks, water mains, etc) – Commissioner Fritz is going to make a decision soon about
which parks to spend 8 million dollars in SDC funds on. She is choosing among 3 parks that
have already been through Parks Master Planning process: Parklane, Beech, and Thomas Cully,
all located in park-deficient areas. Shelli Romero is on the Parks Board and they voted for
Parklane and Beech parks.
PBOT has 10-year list of projects for their SDC funds. They are on task to update the list, but
are waiting for the Comprehensive Plan and TSP to be completed. They are continuing to map
out existing spending to help determine future goals.
C. Integrate the East Portland Action Plan into the Comprehensive Plan, including zoning and
design standard recommendations developed in the ‘122nd Zoning Project’, with application
throughout East Portland. (CM1.1)
The broad policies of the draft Comprehensive Plan reflect many of the policy changes
advocated by the EPAP. The residential zoning changes that were discussed with the SE 122 nd
Ave Rezone Project will be implemented with the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan, and any
additional zoning changes will be part of an implementation project after the adoption of the
Comp Plan. The changes to residential design standards will be implemented as part of several
projects that will address site design, building design and orientation to the street, and other
aspects of building design that affect the health of the occupants.
D. Initiate a citywide audit of resource allotment – research tax equity and contributions of
East Portland to the tax base. (EQ.1.1)
Tax equity: EPAP Housing reviewed residential tax abatement and published a statement; EPAP
Ed Dev has highlighted the issue with property taxes and called for an analysis and change at
the state level. The City Auditor is auditing the EPAP and will be done in April 2014.
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E. Fund EPAP implementation: Advocate position, projects, and operations. (EQ.1.5, EQ.3.1,
CB.1.5, CB.2.1)
Successful for 2013.
F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities; provide translation/language services
to remove barriers and improve messaging and invitations. (CB.1.2)
ONI item, does not appear to be in next budget
G. Fully fund the ‘East Portland in Motion’ (EPIM) strategy. (NA.1.3, T.2.2, T.3.3, T.3.6, T.4.7,
T.6.2, T.6.5, T.7.2)
On-going, thanks to the advocacy of Commissioner Novick. The remaining items cost around 21
million dollars to complete, the items need to be reprioritized. PBOT will be kicking-off a
“needs and revenue” conversation to focus on that task. The first meeting was January 7th led
by the Mayor and Commissioner Novick. There will be an open house at IRCO in February to
look at the needs component, then another in April looking at the fiscal component. The whole
thing will then be packaged and sent to Council around the time of the final budget.
H. Fund the ‘Outer Powell Conceptual Design Plan’; Advocate to make improvements to Powell
Boulevard (US 26) east of I-205 a regional priority. (T.4.1, T.4.2, T.4.15)
The Conceptual Design Plan is done, the improvements are an ODOT and PBOT partnership.
The agencies are seeking funds for the next steps. ODOT just finished the 5-million dollar safety
improvement project and 2.5 million safety and education project. Powell Blvd is identified in
the EPIM as a priority project. Representative Fagan obtained 5 million to put towards a
transportation project; it might be used to start the environmental impact analysis along Powell
that is required by the federal government.
I. Maximize East Portland’s economic benefits from the public projects. (EC.1.4, EC.2.3, EC.4.2,
CM.1.2, CM.1.3, CM.2.3, and CM.2.7)
The Powell-Division project has potential outcomes that could improve transit and lead to
additional new development along the chosen route. The project includes community
involvement to identify locations where the community can benefit from new development.
J. Take the next steps to implement the ‘Gateway Education Plan’ - Promote catalyst workforce
development projects: Advocate for the Gateway Education/Economic Development Center.
(EC.2.3, EC.4.1-.4, L.3.2, L.6.3, CM.1.2-.4, CM.2.4, CM.2.7)
No update on this action item
K. Connect East Portland residents to family-wage employment outside of the area by
identifying and removing barriers, such as limited transportation options. (EC.4.5)
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The TriMet Eastside Service Enhancement Plan will support improved mobility to employment
locations. TriMet supports effective delivery of service. The Board recently made a
commitment to authorize 2.5 million a year to restore mid-day frequent service to the #4 bus,
and to restore weekday evening and Saturday service to other lines. The changes are coming in
September.
L. Market East Portland as a place to do business. (EC.1.2, EC.1.3, and CM.2.6)
PDC is revamping the Lents and Gateway 5 Year Action Plan
M. Encourage existing business growth through outreach to top employers. (EC.1.2, EC.1.3, and
CM.1.3)
This action item may be partially implemented through the Powell-Division project
N. Get East Portland ready for business with an up-to-date real estate inventory. (EC.2.1,
EC.2.2, and EC.2.3)
This action item was dropped by the EPAP Ec Dev subcommittee and there is no bureau to
implement; the NPIs (Neighborhood Prosperity Initiative) areas are selecting one property in
each of their districts to highlight as part of the EPAP Ec Dev efforts.
O. Implement existing Park master plans: Parklane, Beech, Clatsop Butte. (P.2.1, P.2.2, P.2.5,
P.2.7)
Commissioner Fritz (in charge of Portland Parks & Rec) is currently identifying priority parks and
Parklane, Beech, and Thomas Cully parks are at the top of her list.
P. Support East Portland as the location for a citywide Multicultural Center. (CB.4.4 and P.4.2)
No update available
Q. Establish policy and practice that balances regional affordable housing supply and promotes
fair share across Portland. (EQ.2.1)
The Portland Housing Bureau’s Growth and Opportunity Policy is a relook at existing policy.
R. Increase opportunities for minority home ownership. (SN.2.2)
The PHB’s main priorities right now are funding projects in Lents URA, and general
homeownership money. They support the down payment assistance loan (which have a rehab
component), and a foreclosure prevention program (used predominantly in the Interstate URA).
S. Evaluate location and intensity of current residential zoning as it reflects maintaining lowincome housing stock and enhances middle-income housing development. (HD.6.2)
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Through the Comprehensive Plan project, zoning along Powell Boulevard, SE 122nd south of
Division, and SE 136th south of Division will likely be downzoned to single-family zoning. The
Comprehensive Plan designation will remain the same that it is now (multi-family) and a future
Comp Plan implementation project will add approval criteria to the Zone Change land use
review that requires infrastructure is in place before a more dense zone is approved.
T. Create a housing rehabilitation program to improve the safety and appearance of existing
housing stock. (HD.2.3)
Portland Housing Bureau has provided financial assistance to support the acquisition and rehab
of poor quality, private market rental housing. That housing is fixed up and rents are
guaranteed to be affordable to low-income families for 60 years. Projects include: Beyer Court
Apartments (9305 SE Harold) - 14 units purchased by ROSE CDC Briarwood Apartments (3302
SE 122nd) - 22 units purchased by Human Solutions CDC
U. Establish policies and practices to address timing, permit notification, and funding of
services when development occurs; include schools, parks, streets, etc. (HD.3.1, HD.4.1)
The EPAP Education Subcommittee is addressing this item with the help of BDS
V. Formulaic equity and criteria that establishes ‘Children’s Levy’ fund distribution based upon
Free & Reduced Lunch and racial/ethnic disparity demographics. (EQ.3.2)
The EPAP Education Subcommittee is working on this action item
W. Advocate for statewide funding of early childhood programs for East Portland through the
legislature and State departments. (L.1.2)
The EPAP Education Subcommittee is working on this action item
X. Increase parental involvement in and access to public K – 12 schools. (L.7)
No progress, the EPAP Education Subcommittee is focusing on this in February
Y. Multnomah County: Study library service need and expand services to meet the needs of
underserved areas of East Portland. (L.8.1 and L.8.3)
EPAP Education Subcommittee working on this with Mult Co Library. The library is willing to
train School librarians for certain tasks
Z. Multnomah County: Increase information about health clinics in East Portland. (SN.6.2)
Last year, EPAP funded school-based health flyers translated into 7 languages
AA. METRO funding and project selection criteria should reflect the prioritization of Regional
Centers. (CM.1.2)
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The Regional Flexible Fund Program contains a criterion that assigns "highest priority" to
projects that occur in centers.
BB. METRO: Purchase land in the Lava Dome area to begin "Forest Park East". (NA.3.3 )
The East Buttes/Boring Lava Domes remains a priority within the natural areas acquisition
program. It is Metro's largest natural areas target area, stretching from Rocky Butte in Portland
to the Clackamas River in the south, and from I-205 in the west to Highway 26 in the east.
Primary goals are to secure a regionally and biologically significant natural area between
Gresham and Damascus, and to help protect several urban buttes and extinct rugged lava
domes rising 500 to 1,000 feet above the Willamette Valley floor.
CC. METRO: Develop and implement East Portland natural areas public education program to
increase awareness and use (where appropriate). (NA.3.5)
Nature in Neighborhoods restoration and education grants are beginning another award cycle.
Conservation education grant applications are available now. Download the application
http://library.oregonmetro.gov/files/ce_preapplication_handbook.pdf
Listen to a recording of recent informational workshop that includes audience questions and
answers.
Download the workshop presentation
http://library.oregonmetro.gov/files/nature_in_neighborhoods_ed_workshop_2013_final_web
.pdf
Download the audio
http://library.oregonmetro.gov/files/nature_in_neighborhoods_ed_workshop_2013_audio.mp
3
Download the pre-application handbook
http://library.oregonmetro.gov/files/ce_preapplication_handbook.pdf
BES provides some information via web pages or events.
PP&R and BES have a citywide environmental education program for youth, which is
implemented through partnerships with the school districts.
The Johnson Creek Watershed council has programs for adults. See http://jcwc.org/
Audubon East, at Leach Botanic Garden, has been providing a variety of different programs that
span the range from morning bird walks, evening adult classes, to conservation focused talks.
We also have been working to provide cultural specific programs that work on providing
programs in Russian and Spanish. Here is our website that has a list of upcoming events
http://audubonportland.org/sanctuaries/ep
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City-wide Budget Advisory Committee
Strategic Priorities Fiscal Year 2013 -14 Updates
A. Set a goal that East Portland attain parity with other parts of the City in public
facilities and capital spending; encourage City Bureaus to prioritize projects in EP.
(EQ.1.4, EQ.3.2)
The Portland City Council is aware that East Portland doesn't have parity with the
rest of the city in terms of infrastructure, or demographic equity. They are
sympathetic and do spend more money in East Portland on infrastructure then they
did before the East Portland Action Plan. However, the amount they are spending
is not enough to achieve parity. They don't have measures in place to determine
when we will be at parity. Nor do they have a financial plan for getting us there.

B. Institutionalize geographic mapping of City spending. (EQ.1.1)
Yes, geographic mapping is now a part of the City Budget Office and has become
a regular part of the budgeting process.
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EPAP – Infrastructure Equity Strategic Priority Update
Roger Anthony
EPAP Delegate
503-998-5509

C. Integrate the East Portlnad Action Plan into the Comprehensive Plan, including
zoning and design standard recommendations developed int the ‘122 nd Zoning
Project’, with application throughout East Portland. (CM1.1)
G. Fully fund the ‘East Portland in Motion’ strategy (NA.1.3, T.2.2, T.3.3, T.3.6,
T.4.7, T.6.2, T.6.5, T.7.2)
The Infrastructure Equity Policy Expert Group (PEG) assembled for the first
portion of the Comprehensive Plan project had a unique mission. While the
group’s primary focus was on three areas of basic municipal service, the mission
wasn’t so much about directly shaping policy as it was creating the environment
for equitable decision-making and allocation of resources. Here are some of the
eight guiding themes emerging from the IE group’s work and the first Comp Plan
draft. The themes are occasionally followed by a sample of the recommendations
(in italics):
1. Everyone deserves a basic level of service: Investments to provide a
basic level of service should be prioritized above enhancements to basic services.
2. Infrastructure investment decisions should be reviewed and considered
through an equity lens: Additional data and maps are needed to better integrate
equity into infrastructure decision-making.
4. Authentic involvement and integration of the whole community in the
entire spectrum of activities leading to infrastructure investment is important.
6. The Plan should more explicitly address how to identify and mitigate the
risks of gentrification, involuntary displacement, and other negative consequences
of infrastructure investments.
8. Transportation plays a pivotal role in moving toward greater
infrastructure equity: Because of transportation’s pivotal role, it is especially
important that basic services (safety and access) be provided for all Portlanders
above enhancements. … Of all the services the city provides, transportation is the
one where disparities are most evident at present.
***
As part of the Comp Plan process, the EPAP Land Use & Transportation
Committee met on March 13 to review the transportation Goals and Policies
included in Chapter 7 of the draft. Chris Scarzillo served as the representative of
the City’s Bureau of Planning and Sustainability, which is overseeing the Comp
Plan project.
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Discussion points included that in several places – for example, the Street Design
policies outlined in Policy 7.1 – there is a sense that location- and contextsensitivity are lacking, that there may be a “one-size-fits-all” approach to policies
and designs.
TO BE RESOLVED: Scorecards and Planning Tools
In conjunction with the Portland Plan’s emphasis on equity, many of the city’s
bureaus are working to develop “equity tools” – a means of evaluating projects and
policies through an equity lens. These have taken on many forms – decision trees,
flow charts and scorecards. The Bureau of Transportation has devised a very
thorough Project Scorecard with which proposals may be evaluated across five
distinct categories.
We have expressed a couple of concerns about the Bureau of Transportation’s
Scorecard:
 First, while the City has begun tracking municipal expenditures by district,
the Scorecard’s section on “Populations Served” did not include that data –
data that can reflect ongoing disparities.
 Second, the PBOT scorecard was not “weighted,” meaning that each of the
45 questions carries the same influence on the final score. This means, for
example, that a project providing bicycle access to grocery stores receives
just as much credit as does a project that increases safety by lowering
speeds.
It also (inadvertently?) creates a project-prioritizing system simply through the
volume of questions assigned to an issue has, as follows:






Active Transportation (15)
Community Need/Population Served (12)
Safety (9)
Exposure to Air Toxins (5)
Completes Transportation Network (4)

My colleague Dave Hampsten, of EPAP’s Land Use and Transportation
Committee, notes that the emphasis given to Active Transportation questions in the
Scorecard can be seen as being discriminatory in favor of older, established
neighborhoods. As he has written, “It discriminates very heavily against any area
in the city that is geographically far from transit, grocery stores, and existing bike
and sidewalk infrastructure.”
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OTHER ISSUES
Three staffers from the Transportation Bureau delivered a PowerPoint
presentation based on street plan alternatives for the Cully District. These were
outlined before the City Council in late 2012.
(http://www.portlandoregon.gov/bps/article/412125.)
Other noteworthy variations included streets with sidewalks on just one side,
residential streets with angled parking, and a few vehicle-free walking paths.
(For further description and detail, go to
http://www.portlandoregon.gov/transportation/article/422120. Street details are on
Pages 8-11.)
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Parks
FY 2013 – 14 Strategic Priorities Mid-Year Update
What: Announcement of Portland’s newest parks
When: Thursday, January 30, 3pm
Where: Gateway Park & Plaza (NE 106th just south of Halsey), moving then
to Shaver Elementary School (adjacent to the Beech Park site), (3701 NE
131st Place). Map and directions attached. Commissioner Fritz, Mayor Hales,
and Commissioners Fish and Novick to attend, as well as neighbors,
community and business leaders.
Fast Facts on Beech Park:
Features
- Adjacent to Shaver Elementary School in the Parkrose School District, in
the Argay neighborhood of NE Portland. It will feature grand views, a sports
field and basketball court, accessible play and picnic areas, shelters,
pedestrian and bike paths, parking, community gardens, and a fenced offleash dog area.
Equity/Equal Access
-The park will serve nearly 965 new households which currently do not have
ready access to a park. Data show that 49% of these households are ethnic
minorities, and 23% are below the poverty level.
Funding
- Project cost is estimated at $7.7 million ($4.2 million, phase 1; $3.5
million, phase 2), from Parks System Development Charges (not General
Fund tax dollars). You can learn more about this park plan here.
Fast Facts on Gateway Park & Plaza:
A partnership project with Portland Development Commission
Features
-The four-acre park will become a “living room” for the Gateway
neighborhood, featuring accessible spaces and activities for all ages,
including a plaza ready to accommodate a variety of events, festivals, and
farmers' markets. As envisioned in the Master Plan, the park will also include
flexible green spaces to accommodate picnic areas, accessible playground
features and nature play.
Equity/Equal Access
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The park will serve more than 800 new households which currently do not
have ready access to a park. Data show that 36% of these households are
ethnic minorities, and 28% are below the poverty level.
Funding
Project cost is estimated at $4.7 million, from System Development Charges
(not General Fund tax dollars). The Portland Development Commission
(PDC) will be contributing $1 million for the improvements, and is recruiting
private investment to develop a building on NE Halsey adjacent to the new
park. You can learn more about this park plan here.
”In east Portland, two out of every five households do not have easy
access to a City park. That is in stark contrast to the rest of Portland
where four out of every five households live within a half-mile of a park or
natural area,“ says Fritz, who designated Beech and Gateway Plaza Parks for
development after careful consideration of community input. Commissioner
Fritz considered four worthy park options that were ready to build in East
Portland – those with completed master plans.
“This is a significant step in addressing historic inequities in parks in East
Portland.” Says Commissioner Amanda Fritz. All over Portland, people are
telling me, “Provide parks for people who don’t have one. There are
inequities in every neighborhood, and insufficient resources to correct them
all. These two projects begin to correct the disparities in East Portland.
“Both of these much-needed new parks will open access to vital public green
spaces for families who need and deserve them,” says Portland Mayor
Charlie Hales, who along with Commissioners Fritz, Fish, and Novick will
attend today’s ceremony. “I laud Portland Parks & Recreation and
Commissioner Fritz’s leadership on these important projects, and I want to
single out in particular the Portland Development Commission’s $1 million
contribution towards Gateway Park and Plaza. PDC’s partnership will help
revitalize the commercial appeal and livability of the Gateway
neighborhood.”
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Public Involvement Advisory Council Representative Report
to EPAP
- January 22, 2014, Mike Vander Veen
Strategic Priority
“F. Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities; provide
translation/language services to remove barriers and improve messaging and
invitations. (CB.1.2)” - EPAP
The Work of PIAC
Comprised of half city staff and half community members, PIAC as a group is
charged with the creation of proposed public involvement guidelines for the City
of Portland – to be presented to the Mayor and City Council for consideration and
approval.
PIAC’s efforts affect how city staff work to involve the community in the work of
their office/bureau. The segment of our community that does not speak English as
a first language is a challenging segment to involve. While it’s not the only issue,
making city processes more accessible to neighbors with limited English
proficiency is an obvious need and early step in the process. Strategic Priority F is
being addressed by PIAC.
To date, one of the most significant accomplishment of the PIAC with regard to
Strategy F is gaining the 2012 adoption of the

Guidelines for public involvement in City of Portland
Bureau Budget Advisory Committees (BACs)
4.

ADA and Limited English Proficiency accessibility
Bureaus shall adequately fund accessibility services upon request for their BAC
budget processes in order to fully comply with U.S. Title II of the Americans with
Disabilities Act and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act.
To ensure equal access, bureaus will reasonably modify policies and procedures
and provide auxiliary aids/services to persons with disabilities. Bureaus will also
provide reasonable interpretation and translation language services. These
services shall include, but not be limited to, vital documents and/or meeting
interpretation.

All bureaus are required to provide notices of availability of these free language
assistance and auxiliary aids/services in their outreach materials for their budget
development process.
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Process and Progress
The 2013/14 budget cycle is the first with this guideline in place. PIAC plans to
meet with city staff and assess their first year with the guidelines in place and
assess how best to equip them to follow the guidelines. You are welcome to join in.
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Transportation Strategic Priority Update
H. Fund the ‘Outer Powell Conceptual Design Plan’ (OPCDP); Advocate to
make improvements to Powell Blvd. (US 26) east of I-205 a regional
priority. (T.4.1, T.4.2 , and T.4.15)
The Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) implemented the
$5,733,000 Powell Blvd. Safety Project Statewide Transportation
Improvement Program (STIP). Three (3) rapid flashing beacon crossing
improvements were made in accordance with the OPCDP. EPAP was not
successful in influencing ODOT to use State FIX IT funds to pave the
roadway, so half the money paid for repaving.
EPAP successfully advocated for $3,000,000 in Powell Blvd. improvements
through the 2016 Regional Economic Opportunity Funds program. Those
improvements have yet to be defined.
EPAP successfully advocated for $3,000,000 for the Powell-Division
Corridor Safety & Access to Transit study that was selected for inner and
outer Powell-Division for 2016 funding through the STIP.
After EPAP held a Powell Blvd. tour, State Representative Fagan
successfully advocated for $5,000,000 for Powell Blvd. from the State
Legislature. Specific allocation for this money has yet to be identified.
METRO planning is beginning for the Powell-Division Transit and
Development Project. EPAP with the Neighborhood Associations
recommended Kem Marks for the Advisory Committee and his
representation has been established.
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EAST PORTLAND ACTION PLAN
www.eastportlandactionplan.org
East Portland Neighborhood Office 1017 NE 117th Ave. Portland, OR 97220
503.823.4035 or lore.wintergreen@portlandoregon.gov
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