East Portland Action Plan (EPAP)
Civic Engagement Subcommittee Meeting
August 21, 2018
Meeting began at 6:40 pm.

Purpose:

To organize cultural + language specific civic engagement
workshops, share curriculum, advocate for ongoing funding, and
advise on East Portland cultural + language specific issues and
projects.

1. Attendees: lore wintergreen, Frieda Christopher, Layla Assem, Galena
Nekrasova, and Zinah Mudhafar.
Layla welcomed everyone, and each attendee introduced themselves.
2. Next month’s (September 18) meeting:
Facilitator: Galena Nekrasova
Notes: Frieda Christopher
Food: Zinah Mudhafar
General EPAP Report: Frieda Christopher
3. Advocacy Planning for Strategic Priorities: Layla pointed to the
Strategic Priorities.
D: Engage ethnic communities in neighborhood activities; provide
overhead funding for translation/language services to remove barriers
and improve messaging and invitations.
Lore explained some of the history on this priority. She said Andrew Scott,
Director of the Office of Budget was against this proposal, so blocked it
becoming overhead funding. She reminded us of meetings we had with
Andrea Valderrama, with the Mayor’s Office, about making it part of
overhead funding. For this year there is only $75,000 in the City budget to
explore the idea of making it overhead funding. Koffi Dessou from City
Office of Equity & Human Rights was also against overhead funding,
because he did not want to handle the fund.
Lore sees 4 options: 1. Ask for a meeting with Andrea again; 2. Contact
Office of Human Rights Commission and ask to be on their agenda; 3.
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Work with New Portlander Commission; and 4. Have advocates attend City
meetings and ask for interpretation and translation of the meeting minutes.
If their needs are not met to then sue the City.
Frieda asked who is exploring the idea of making it overhead funding this
budget year. Lore said as far as we know, no one is seeking funding
through the fiscal bump process. Galena asked: what do they need to
explore for $75,000? What goals do they want from this study? She thinks
at least part of the funds should be spent on interpretation or translation.
She thinks the study will be a waste of time. Lore asked who would call
Andrea to ask her who is handling this issue.
ACTION: Layla will contact Andrea Valderrama to find out who is pursuing
this further, and Layla will request this person attend our September
meeting to discuss the issue. After this conversation, Layla advised that we
consider the other options.
Galena said that Mayor Wheeler wrote a letter to FBI to investigate the
Slavic community regarding Russian spies. She said the Russian
community is afraid that the City of Portland sees them as traitors and
many are planning to relocate. Lore explained that this is the other side of
the prejudices coming forward due to the immigration issues begun with the
current Presidential administration. See the letter below/next.
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E. Increase funding and technical assistance for organizations that
desire to establish (two new ethnicity/languages every two years) or
to strengthen existing ethnically - Based Community Health Worker
(CHW) programs. Establish racially and ethnically representative
community oversight of Community Health Worker programming.
Natalya and Galena had volunteered to work on the Outreach in the Slavic
community, if funding was obtained for a Russian-language CHW training.
Lore suggested that we invite Pei-ru Wang, Director of the Multnomah
County Health Department Community Capacitation Center to our
September meeting, to start the advocacy.
ACTION: Galena will call Pei-ru to set it up.
ACTION: Zinah will invite people from the Arabic-language training, so they
could show how successful it was with the Arabic community.
We need to ask if the Capacitation Program has an Advisory Committee for
the CHW program, and if they have people who speak Arabic, Russian,
and other language on the Committee.
F: Educate first-time homeowners to require environmental hazard
assessments on property to be purchased, and G: Expand
community non-profit home repair and rehabilitation assistance
programs to cover a greater number of households.
We will ask Natalya and Adriana to address Strategic Priorities F&G since
they strongly supported adding them to the priorities. There was a short
discussion about how to advocate with the governmental agencies listed as
sources addressing these issues.
4. Dinamíca: Zinah taught us a Middle Eastern dance.
5. Advocacy Planning for East Portland Action Plan Displacement
Prevention in East Portland
Lore reminded us that our contribution to the EPAP Displacement
Prevention in East Portland recommendations was to establish a
community involvement process that to be implemented with each of the
recommendations. Lore handed out the recommendation document in
Russian and Arabic. Layla read the list of recommendations. Lore clarified
the difference between Gentrification (livability improvements in an area)
and displacement (when gentrification improves an area so much that
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people will pay more to live in the area and how this displaces those who
cannot pay more).
Galena asked: how we can work in this situation and who do we work with?
Galena explained how all the housing around her was being improved and
she could not afford to fix-up her home. Lore said there are predatory
companies trying to buy homes in such conditions, and that they make
cosmetic repairs and sell the home for much more than they paid.
Lore shared that the City of Portland Bureau of Planning and Sustainability
is working on six projects in East Portland and the Bureau of Transportation
is developing an East Portland area plan. She reminded us of the EPAP
Displacement Prevention recommendation for displacement analysis and
we can be the advocates that make sure that these Bureaus are actively
and sincerely involving the community.
Frieda suggested this group should meet with legislators to discuss the
need for lifting the ban on rent control and no cause evictions, so they can
hear from the various ethnic groups that are impacted by displacement.
Layla said for everyone to read and bring questions for next month’s
meeting, so we can discuss advocacy.
6. Representative to the 102nd and Pacific Generations project
advisory committee:
Lore said that the EPAP Economic Development Subcommittee sent a
letter to Prosper Portland recommending that the 102nd and Pacific
Generations Project Advisory Committee have a representative from each
of the following EPAP Subcommittees: Civic Engagement, Economic
Development, and Housing Subcommittees. Lore explained what tax
increment financing (TIF) was. Lore heard from Prosper Portland Project
Manager Susan Kuhn, and she said they hadn’t formed the committee yet
but would keep EPAP appraised. Lore asked who would be willing to serve
on the future committee.
ACTION: Galena thought Natalya would be good. Zinah said they would be
interested, she has an idea about the project and said she was planning to
open a bakery store to provide jobs. Perhaps they could serve as
alternates.
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7. Announcements:
Frieda announced David Douglas School District Board member Ana Del
Rocio had announced her resignation from the Board, as of October 15,
2018. Frieda explained the steps that would be taken to appoint a new
board member to replace Ana. She said the information and application is
on the website www.ddouglas.k12.or.us in six languages.
Layla announced Midway Alliance is holding this year’s annual “Festival of
Nations” – September 16th from 11am-5pm at 146th & Division.
Zinah announced there would be an Arabic school to learn Arabic at IRCO
1-3pm on Saturdays. The first meeting will be Sept 15th. It is free unless
you want to donate.
8. Next Meeting: September 18, 2018 at 6:30pm at the East Portland
Action Plan office, 1017 NE 117th Ave. To schedule childcare,
interpretation, or other accommodation, contact Lore at: 503.823.4035 or
lore.wintergreen@portlandoregon.gov .
Adjourned 8:35 pm.
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