
EAST PORTLAND PARKS COALITION MEETING  

11/3/22 

SPORTS FACILITIES IN EPDX PARKS TOPIC 

Tennis and miscellaneous court sports 

Invited guest Brett Horner of PP&R Planning could not attend this meeting, so to break the ice and get a 
discussion going, Carol put together some sketched maps of certain sports facilities locations in East Portland, 
using the now outdated Discover Portland Parks and Recreation brochure (2016) available on the PP&R website, 
her own knowledge primarily of northern EPDX parks and google search and satellite resources. She started the 
discussion with the tennis court map: 

 

The map shows locations of tennis courts existing and in progress in EPDX parks. Four locations are shown for 
EPDX (area east of the orange boundary line) out of 38 locations in the City of Portland. The coverage of courts 
in this sport is probably the most inequitable of sports facilities in East Portland. Scott Domine also mentioned 
that the tennis courts at Glenwood Park have been decommissioned for about 15 years, making the coverage 
even more inequitable. So right now East Portland only has two parks with tennis courts, Lents and Argay, with 
Parklane Park to be under construction starting next year. 

Scott mentioned that the best tennis courts currently found in East Portland are at Argay Park, in the extreme 
northern end of the neighborhood group. However, the three-year-old surfaces on these courts are showing 
signs of cracking, and PP&R may need to review construction techniques and materials on these regional courts 
to ensure long life and less maintenance needs. PP&R are also looking at revamping decommissioned courts like 
those at Glenwood for other types of court sports, but at this time funds are not available.  

Pickle ball is one of the sports being considered for using revamped courts, although this sport has a noise issue 
that is proving to be a design consideration in the siting of these courts. Another sport, Chinlone, the national 
sport of Myanmar, is important to Burmese immigrants, many of which are living in the area near Mill Park. The 
development plan for this park includes Chinlone courts. 



Basketball 

Carol did not do a basketball court map for the meeting because park courts and school courts tend to be shared 
resources, at least for the children, so park resources are only part of the story. 

Stephanie Madrid mentioned that basketball facilities are very important to the kids she has in her Gateway 
Discovery Park (GDP) recreation program, so we need to ensure that basketball courts are provided throughout 
the parks system.  

David Linn wondered if there are any covered outdoor hoops in East Portland where adults can play, and the 
consensus was that the only one known is in a school yard which would not welcome adults. There is a need to 
provide all-weather recreation for kids and adults in Oregon. 

Scott mentioned that basketball courts at Parklane will have a “seven-layer burrito” type surface which makes a 
very nice play surface, but will require some maintenance. 

Soccer 

 

Carol’s map of the parks soccer fields shows an incomplete picture of the number of fields in EPDX, because it 
doesn’t count the fields located at schools. Also the field at Luuwit View Park is not shown. She does show a field 
(currently under construction) at Parklane Park and was told that there will be a field at Mill Park too (not on the 
map). Scott mentioned that the field at Lents Park is synthetic. The new field at Parklane, originally planned to 
be synthetic, will now be a traditional grass field, which is much easier to maintain or repurpose. 

Overall, the group felt that soccer field coverage in EPDX was pretty good. 



Skateboard Parks 

 

With 3 existing skateboard parks in East Portland and one more on the way the group felt that the skateboard 
park coverage was pretty good. The old brochure wasn’t really set up to cover skateboard parks, which were just 
beginning to be built around the city at the time it was printed. So, there was no way to compare EPDX facilities 
with the count for the whole city.  

Carol asked Scott how the maintenance issues of the skateboard parks were stacking up against the damage 
done by skateboarders to parks prior to their construction. Scott indicated it was a bit of a wash, with 
skateboard parks tending to entice graffiti artists and parks with skateboard parks getting damaged in other 
parts of the parks by the skateboarders. However, he thought it was good to have facilities for skateboarding. He 
did think from his observations that adults sometimes dominated the courts and didn’t allow kids to get enough 
time on them. 

Stephanie, however, had had positive experiences with the skateboarders using Gateway Discovery Park. She 
has observed adult skateboarders being helpful and encouraging to younger skateboarders. Carol also had 
noticed positive experiences in general at the skateboard parks she observes regularly. 

Playgrounds 

Carol showed the group the map she had made of playgrounds in East Portland and it was generally agreed that 
playground coverage was pretty good. 

Community Partnerships 

David Linn mentioned that sometimes the school district he is a part of has extra monies that could be used to 
build extra amenities in parks. He is receptive to a discussion with interested park personnel. 



Homeless issues 

There were two questions about the homeless brought up at the meeting. Linda Bauer asked about land banked 
properties in East Portland owned by the city. Scott thought that there were only about 4 such properties at this 
time. Linda’s concern was that the city will be looking at such properties on which to put mega homeless camps. 

Kathi Holmes wanted to have PBOT put no overnight parking signs up at Wilkes Park, which is suffering a second 
wave of parked campers. Scott mentioned that one of the difficulties that is involved in such actions is the ability 
of the police to enforce such edicts due to staffing shortages. PBOT and the police are needed to sign off on 
these decisions. 

PP&R Budget Advisory Committee 

JR announced to the group that as a members of the Budget Advisory Committee for PP&R that he can advocate 
for certain facilities or other budget items for East Portland parks, including the East Portland Community 
Center. He said that he gets a lot of requests for indoor soccer facilities and indoor swimming pools. He thought 
that East Portland lacks a community gathering space, as demonstrated during President Biden’s visit. 

OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Past meeting notes and Facebook page for EPPC: http://eastportlandactionplan.org/parkscoalition and 
https://www.facebook.com/East-Portland-Parks-Coalition-198244280193244  

Weed Warriors at Luuwit View Park still has 1 month to go! November 16 will finish up this year’s weeding. This 
is a fun group and the work is not that strenuous. 
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